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Compassion For All

Dear Friends;

Outreach is a word we used to think of as our own
like Mission; but it too has now been adopted by
the wider world. In the same way that there are
Mission Statements for Banks; there are outreach
efforts by marketing consultants and governments.
What this means to us as a Christian faith community is that we must always find new and effective
ways to communicate our calling.

Outreach to us means the giving of self not just the connection the word implies;

and the giving of self in what ever form that might take is brought on by compassion .

One of the ways | often characterize Jesus ministry is that it was one of Compassion. Compassion
means to put yourself in the place of the other and trying your very best to understand what it means
to actually be the other; and, to act out of that understanding in such a way as to emulate God's re-
lationship with us.

This of course is the Kingdom of God.

The compassion that heals and frees us comes from deep within our hearts.

It springs from such a deep well that it can rightly be spoken of as a direct emanation of our soul.
When we exercise compassion, each and every time, we feed the life of our innermost self in a way
that can only be spoken of as divine.

We all come to compassion as a way of being in our own time and by our own processes.

We all arrive at that place where we are sensitive to the heartbeat in another person by vastly differ-

ent means. Letds all pray we take another step

Season toward Pentecost.
May God Bless us all, yours faithfully,

Wayne
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Devotional
As you set aside books to read this summer, why not add the Bible to your list? Have you ever read
it ? ltés a |l ove |l etter, written to you by God.

If you have never read the Bible, start with the Gospel of John, located in the New Testament. See
how much God loves you. See what He has done for you. Find the free gift He offers you.

God is pursuing a love relationship with you. One that is personal and real.

Henry Blackaby tells us in Experiencing God 1 Knowing and Doing the Will of God, that

nGod is the One who takes the initiative to brin
a |love relationship with Hi mself. That is the v
Take some time, this summer to explore Gododés | ov
Jesus tells us to ALove the Lord your God with a
mi nd. This iIis the first and greatest commandmen

We can do that by setting aside 20 minutes each day for rest and quiet and spending time with God.
Read His word
Reflect on what it says
Apply it to our lives. Amen.

Suggestions for Summer Reading

The Bible 7 Written by men of faith in God and Jesus

Detours, Tow Trucks And Angels in Disguise by Carol Kent. Laugh and cry as you

see Goddbébs hand at work in your |ife.

Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. A little book about living amongst a body of be-
lievers.

The Return of The Prodigal Son by Henry Nouwen. A story of homecoming.

66 Love Letters by Larry Crabb. Look at every boo
for you. Hot off the press and amazing!

Trauma Farm by Brian Brett. Life on a small BC farm with sheep, geese, chickens

and peacocks

Why? by Anne Graham Lotz (Billy Grahambs dal
understand.

Save Your Milk Bags

Shirley Mitchell, from our congregation, collects milk bags to be made
into thick cushiony sleeping mats. Along with her sister-in-law Janis,
they have been collecting them for just over a year. The past year has

| seen mats sent to Nicaragua and Haiti. More will be taken to Angola this
summer. There are about 13 people who cut milk bags and another 13
who crochet them. These mats protect people who
sleep on the ground from hook worms. The worms breed in the soll
and create health problems when they get under the skin. The mat is
hung up by a loop, during the day.

Let 6s help Shirley! Bring your |
marked container in the Communication Room.
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Celebrate the Spirit of Knox-Sunday May 16th

10:15 am Choose and sing some of your favor-

ite hymns

10:30 am Worship Service with special guest

Dana Marie Hoekstra, Faith FI

Lunch to follow
Celebration activities continue after lunch

Everyone Welcome! Bring a friend, bring a
smile, stay a while!

Dana Marie is a singer/songwriter from Kitchener. After studying at Hillsong College
in Sydney, Australia for two years, receiving a Diploma of Ministry, she strongly felt
God calling her home to continue music ministry in Canada. She recently won the
2010 "Shining Star" vocal competition for 94.3 Faith FM. Since then she has been
doing ministry in various settings and is humbled by the opportunities that God has
provided.

Looking forward to meeting you! Dana Marie

Upcoming Events
Watch Friday File for Details

Name Quilt: Comeandhelpdanyti me thatds conveni-epnntthet o vy
Choir Room, just waiting, complete with instructions! For more information contact Kate
Cressman 519.632.7347.

Three Colors of Ministry:  Sunday, May 2nd é June 27th , 9 am-10 am, Library Lounge.
For more information contact Sandra Dance.

Community Prayer Walk : Saturday, May 22nd, 9 amd 11 am, leaving from Knox United
Church. For more info please contact Diane Bartle 519.622.8934.

Seni or s6 Ti meModday, Mdy @lstcahd:Monday, June 28th , 12:00. For more
information, contact Carol, LaVonne, Jane, Susan or Jean.

Busy Moms 6 FidlaynMag 28th. For more info please contact Kathi Taylor.
Steeplechase: Saturday, May 29th. For more info please contact Mike Boulanger.
Community Prayer Gathering : Sunday, June 27th, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm, Calvary
Church. For more info please contact Diane Bartle 519.622.8934.

Friendship Group Pot Luck Picnic: Tuesday, June 8th

Sunday School Picnic : Sunday, June 13th
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How Many Coats Does It Take to Fill a Dakota?
E— | ] JARmER

- During our Palm Sunday service we collected and

2 )

| dedicated 126 coats. Way to go!

2 Newtex Cleaners in Kitchener have dry cleaned or

~  washed them, packaged them and delivered the coats

s = il _ﬂj“ to The Bridges in Cambridge, where they will be dis-
tributed through their Out of the Cold program or the

Cambridge Food Bank, to those in need.

Thank you for your donations!

Friendship Group at Knox

Did you know that there is a Friendship Group at Knox? Well, there is
and it is a going concern. The Friendship Group started quite a few
years ago and is 13 members strong. Eleanor Perriman is the Chair and
Beth Woods is the secretary. We meet every other month usually at the
church but also in each otherds h
meet at various local restaurants for lunch and fellowship.

For quite a few years now we have sponsored a little girl from Africa through World
Vision. The little girl is about 9 years old and attends school. We correspond a
few times a year sending her various little things like birthday/Christmas cards, let-
ters, stickers and pictures. Her responding letters are really thoughtful and sweet.

We contribute to the Linus program by knitting lots and lots of little blankets. These
blankets are used for the little newborns and other young children in our commu-
nity hospitals. Each child gets a little blanket, which is put on their bassinettes or
beds to keep them warm and cosy. The ladies at Friendship are experienced knit-
ters; hence hundreds of blankets are donated every year to keep these little ones
warm.

In addition to World Vision, other initiatives include donations to Sleeping Children
Around the World, walks for cancer, Marybds Pl ace
and we have also purchased various items for our church kitchen.

Meet Your Neighbours

Cochrane Christine and Ron are pleased to
announce the arrival of a grandson, Liam
Adam, born April 10th to their son Adam and
his wife Sarah. A brother for Nicole.
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Fun & Games 0 Youth at Knox

The youth at Knox are a very busy and active part of church life. The Knox youth program continues
to provide a safe place for youth from grades 5 through high school, to learn about themselves, oth-

Fun and Games at April 16 Meeting.
Trevor Johns, Michael Salvarda, Liam Jones,

Jefry Green, Nick McNell

ers and God. Under the leadership of Dean
and Amanda Davidson, the youth meet at the
church every other Friday evening, for crafts
and games in a spiritual setting. Youth in
grades 5 and 6 meet from 6:30 7 7:30, while
youth in grade 7 and up meet between 7:30 i
8:30.

Most recently the youth took a trip to St. Jacobs
for a Good Friday Youth Service, stopping
along the way for dinner. Here youth took
home the message that God is present in our
lives and provides support to us when we are
down. Also the youth provided an Easter
breakfast for the congregation before service on
Easter Sunday. Through donations the youth
raised $273 that they decided to donate to the
Mission and Service Fund.

Our next meeting dates are as follows:

May 14 Junior Youth: 6:30-7:30/Senior Youth: 7:30-8:30
June 4 Junior Youth: 6:30- 7:30/Senior Youth: 7:30-8:30
June 19-20 Youth retreat @ Turkey Point (More Details Soon)

All Youth Are Welcome to Come Out!

Ayr Community Vacation Bible School-Meet God on the Mountain

For ages 4 through Grade 6
Adventure through Mt. Sinai, Mt. Carmel and Mt, Hermon!
Enjoy stories, games, crafts, drama, songs and SNACKS!

When: August 160 20, 9 amd 11:30 am

Knox United Church

92 Northumberland St.
Ayr, Ontario
NOB 1EO

Office Phone: 519 -632-7461
Webpage: knoxuayr.com
Emailadmin@knoxuayr.com
with SUBJECT: Newsletter

For more information contact Cindy Kopp
Diebold, 519.632.9100

|
To connect people to Christ

as we discover, rejoice and
serve...Together.




